MAZZINI------------------------------------------------------------------___

And a fifth voice spoke disdainfully : 4 Deliberately, solemnly did
we front death and infamy from the many, to teach them that a single
weapon may restore equality between the most tyrannic power and
the multitude enslaved, if that weapon flash in the hand of one who
sets his own life truly at naught, and owns no judges but his conscience
and God. Wherefore, then, do they childishly bewail the tyranny of a
single despot? '

And a female form, bearing no mark of violent death, but the sign
of the sorrow of Niobe upon her wasted features, arose, and made as if
she fain would speak, but could not; she only pointed with a glance
whose reproach seemed to embrace both earth and heaven, to the forms
of four youths by her side.

And after a time of silence, all of those four forms broke forth in
lament: ' Where is the country promised to our children by those who
witnessed our deaths and swore to avenge us? Where is the tomb that
should shelter our bones in a free land, beneath the lovely banner for
which we laid down our lives? Why are the promises of our loved
ones dispersed in air? Wherefore call us great, if our example is un-
followed? Of what avail are the words of affection pompously be-
stowed upon our memory, if the idea, the desire, the aspiration of our
souls is forgotten, perverted, profaned? Have we died for the truth
or for falsehood?'

And a shiver ran through those shadowy forms, and I covered my
head in grief and shame.

And when I looked again, I saw nought but the starless heaven, the
vast, desolate Campagna, and the long thick grasses bending beneath
the icy breeze.

But often in my dreams does the dolorous vision rise before me
again.
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